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Why is evaluation important for climate?

Urgency of the climate crisis

Challenges of evaluating complex systems

Integrating systems approach in climate evaluation research

Transformational change

Evidence-informed decision-making



Effective climate action is urgent

Source: IPCC (2023)



A complex social-ecological system

Systems thinking and evaluations

What traditional evaluations look at

Impact

Correct
assumptions

What we might not be seeing

Source: GEF/IPDET (2023)



Transformational Change and evaluations

Transformational Change is a 

fundamental change in systems 

relevant to climate action with 

large-scale positive impacts that 

shift and accelerate the trajectory 

of progress toward climate-neutral, 

inclusive, resilient, and sustainable 

development pathways.

Relevance: What is required, what is planned, and are they
aligned?

Systemic change: What systems need to change and how? Who
needs to be involved and how?

Speed: What is the relationship between urgency and complexity?

Scale: What scaling is required?

Adaptative capacity: What capacity will be built to achieve
sustainable development pathways?



The decision-making process

must be informed by evidence
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